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SOME NEW BOOKS.
John Richard Green's Letters.

Tt is not a biography, but much of the I

material needed for a blography, which
Mr. Lestig STEPHEN has given us in the
volume of 500 pages, entitled Letiers of
John Richard Green (Macmillans). The
letters themselves are full of autobiographi-
cal data, beginning, as they do in 1858,
when the writer waa but 21 years old, and
ending a month or two before his death.
The author-editor has contributed a large
number of brief explanatory notes, and has
prefixed a biographical chapter to each
of the four parts into which the book is
divided, and which deal respectively with
the subject’'s early life, with his clerical
career, with his composition of the “Bhort
History of the English People”® and with his
last years. A Dbibliographical appendix

s to contain a complete list of Mr.
Green's writings, including his articles in
Maemillan's magazine and the Saturday
Review. We learn from the appendix that
the “Short History of the English People”
has been translated into Italian, and that
the expanded *“History of the English
People® has been translated into French,
English and Russian, while the first volume
of a Chinese vergion was completed in

1808. We shall here avail ourselves of the |

facts collected by Mr. Stephen to present
an outline of the historian's life, to which
we may add a few extracts from his letters.

John Richard Green was born at Oxford |

Dee. 12, 1837. Thers is no evidence that
any of his progenitors possessed an apti-
tude for literature. His fathery Richard
Green, was the son of a tailor, and is de-
scribed as a “registrar and maker of silk
gowns for Fellows.” His mother's maiden
name was Hurdis; Green always spoke of
her as a woman of considerahla ability,
and believed himself to have inherited some-
thing from her. The only member of the
future historian's family on either side
who had any literary taste was his father's
brother John. He is said to have lent
books, inciuding “Pilgrim's Progress,”
to his nephew. John Richard’s aunt was
married to a hatter named Castle in the
High street. Richard Green, though net
prosperous, did all he could to provide a
good education for his children, and the
writer of these lotters was sent when a little
over 8 to the grammar school attached to
Magdalen College. When the father died
in November, 1852, the little money left by
bim was made over to the Castles, to be
spent upon the education of the three Green
children. How straitened were the cir-
cumstances amid which J. R. Green was
brought up will be evident from what we
bhave just said. He, himself, afterward
recounted how the hardships of poverty
were impressed upon him by a visit made
by his family to London to see the exhi-
bition of 1851. The Greens had to put up
at a little public house and to walk, because
omnibuses were too dear

In a letter written in 1873 he recalls that
at the Magdalen Grammar School the old
brutal custom of flogging was =till in favor,
and also the old stupid system of forcing
boys to learn by rote. He was set to learn
Latin grammar from a grammar in Latin,
and the weekly flogging did little toe help
him. “Everything had to be learned by
memory, and by memory then, as now,
I can learn nothing. How I picked up
Latin, heaven knows, but somehow I did
pick it up, and when we got to books whers
head went for something, 1 began to rise
fast among my fellow schoclboys. But 1
really hated my work, and my mind gained
what it gained, not from my grammars and
eonstruing, but from an old school library
which opened to me pleasures I had never
dreamed of " It is worth nothing that, a
prize having been offered for a school essay
upon Charles 1., young Green read Hume
and such books as he could lay hands upon,
and came to the conclusion that the royal
martyr was on the wrong side. The ex-
aminer, Canon Mozlev, awarded the prize
to Green over the heads of older bovs,
but took occaxion to express his disap-
proval of the opinions expressed in the
essay. Dr. Millard, the head mastoer of the
grammar school, showed himself more in-
dignant at such a revolt from orthodoxy,
so Indignant, indeed, as Green declares,
that from this time he resolved to get rid

of his pupil  Green presently rose to be |
head of the school, and Dro Millard de
clared that he must be sent 1o & private |

tutor. This decision was reached Just .
fore the death of the boy's father in 182
Gireen was sent (o 4 M Ridgway at Kirk
ham In Lancashire, where, fortunately for
his health. he was left pretiy much to him
oelf. He did all lus growing ar this time
and shot up from a diminutive size 1)
utmost  heagot whaoh attained
which at bes! was much below the gyverage
Jo the autumn of 1868 he was (ranslerred
to the care of Charkes Duke Yonge
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the compliment of an * honorary fourth.”

In his last year of residence at Oxford
| a8 an undergraduate, Green's historical
powers were revealed In what Mr. Stephen
describes as a *very remarkable perform-
ance.” This was a description of Oxford
life in the seventeenth and eighteenth
oenturies. The account of the old Oxford,
with its Jacobite dons, its stolid and cor-
rupt Aldermen, its wild undergraduates
,lnd its clroumambient highwaymen, ex-
| hibited, we are assured, his characteristio
i gift. Having decided to enter the church,
| he had some time to pass before reaching

the canonical age of ordination, and we
' learn that, even at this early date, he had

made a plan for a history of the Church of

England, into which, as he notes in a diary,

a previous plan for writing the lives of the

Archbishops of Canterbury had developed.
| While staying in Somersetshire during the
| winter of 1859-60, he read Lyell, Murchison,
| Hugh Miller and Buckland, and became
| profoundly interestad {n the early Dar
| winian controversy. He was present at

the meeting of the British Association at
Oxford in July, 1860, when Bishop Wilber-
forod undertook to pulverize Darwinism.
We quote his record of the incident from a
contemporary letter: “On Saturday morn-
'ing I met Jenkins going to the Museum.
We joined company,and he proposed going
to Section D, the Zodlogy, &c., ‘to hear

the Rishop of Oxford smash Darwin.'
‘Smash Darwin' Smash the pyramids!

said 1, in great wrath, and muttering some-
thing about ‘impertinence,’ which caused
| Jenkins to explain that ‘the Bishop was
a first class in mathematics, you know,
and =0 has a right to preach on scientific
mattars,’ which, of course, silenced my
cavils. Well, when Prof. Draper had
ceased his hour and a half of nasal Yankee-
iam, up rose ‘Sammivel,’ and proceeded to
act the smasher: the white chokers, who
were abundant, cheered lustily, A sort of
‘Piteh it into him' cheer. and the smasher
got 8o uproarious as to pitch into Darwin's
friends -Darwin )limself being smashed —
and especially Prof Huxley. Still the
white chokers cheered, and the smasher
rattled on. He ‘had been told' he said,
! *that Prof FHluxley had said that he didn't
! see that it matterad much to a man whether
| his grandfather was an ape or not. Let
| the learngd professor speak for himself,
| and the like' Which being ended-—and
| ]at me say that such rot never fell from
| Episcopal lips before-up rose Huxley,
young, cool, quiet and sarcastic, scientific
in fact and in treatment, and gave his lord-
ship such a smashing as he may maditate
on with profit over his port at Cuddesdon
This was Huxlev's exordium; ‘I Asserted,
and [ repeat--that a man has no reason
i to be ashamed of having an ape for his

grandfather. If there were an ancestor
; whom I should feel ashamed in recording,
{ it would rather be a man, & man of restless
| and versatile intellect, who, not content
with an equivoeal suceoss in his own sphere
of activity, plunges into scientific ques-
tions with which he has no real acquaintance
only to obscure them by an aimless
rhetorie, and distract the attention of his
hearers from the real point at issue hy
eloquent digressions and skilled appeals
to religious prejudice.’ *

John Richard Green was ordainad deacon
at Christmas, 1880, and priest at Christrnas,
18¢1; on both occasions by the Bishop of
London, A. C. Tait, who became a warm
personal friend. His first curacy was
under the Rev. Henry Ward, incumbent
of St. Barnabas, King's Square, Goswell
road. Inthespring of 1863, at the request of
Bishop Tait, he took charge of a derelict
parish in Pottston. His health, however,
soon gave way, and he gave up Potiston
in the autumn, but at the end of the year
| took a curacy under the Rev. Philip Gell
. at Notting Hill  In April, 1864, he accepted
sa *mission curacy” at St. Peter's, Stepney,
"and in Nowember, 1885, was appointed hy
| Bishop Tait to the perpetual curacy of St
| Philip's, Stepney This he resigned at
! Faster, 1889  Tait, who had just become
Archibishop of Canterbury, then appointed
him to the librarianship of Lambeth, an
honorary office, and from that time

| Green ceased to discharge any active clerical
]

duties

In the chapter on Green's clerical career,
Mr Stephen tells that his preaching
and his earnest and reverent reading of
the Church services left a penmanent im-
pression upon many hearers It s said
that he would descend from the pulpit
at the end of the service and gove the blosg
ing o tmpressively that his stature seemed
todilate  Mr Bryoe heard him at 8t Philip's
and he said 1 shall never forget the im
ot omslo) e Lo Ul e by the lmpassionmd
that rang through the church
from the fery little figure in the pulpit,
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in that way 1 learied from him.*
no aoquainted with other
workers in the field of historical reecarch,
especially with Dr.Stubbs, the late Bishop
of Oxford, and with Mr. Bryce, who made
his mark about this time by his essay on
the *Holy Roman Empire® (1864),
are told that Stubbe first met Green in a
train in 1868 when they were both on their
way to stay with Freeman for another
meeting of the Somersetshire soclety.
He noticed that Green had ir his hands a
volume of Renan, and resolved to put a
stop to that dangerous study. He therefore
borrowed the book, and when Green asked
for its return it had been safely deposited
with leaves unocut in a waste paper baaket.
Stubba describes his own part in this man-
uvre in his lectures. In spite of such
little collisions the two men remained on
the friendliest terms for twenty years.
Although Green waa gradually preparing
for his historical work during the early
years of his clerical career, he was inter-
rupted for a time by another occupation,
to wit: the writing of book notices for a
newspaper. Being often on the verge of
bankruptey, he was forced to eke out his
means by bringing his pen to market. As
it happened, Freeman wnas one of the dis-
tingnished band of contributors whom
J. D. Cook had recruited for the Saturday
Review. At their first meeting Freeman
suggested that Green should writa for that
paper, but it was not till later that he in-
troduced him to Cook. From the spring
of 1887 till the end of 1872 Gireen wrote many
articles, and a few appeared in tho next
two years. Green had, it seems, a sin-
gular facility for turning out such work.
It has been said that he would take great
pains in revising or rewriting his brilliant
passages, but Mr Stephen thinks that he
must often have written at full epeed. He
told a friend who was staying with him that
he had to write three articles in thirty-six
hours. One was a review of a volume by
Freeman: a second a “light middle,” while
a third dealt with a history of an English
town. He had got them all into shape, he
added, during his walks that day about
London streets. He finished the first ar-
ticle about 2 in the morning while talk-
ing to a friend and the other two articles
were done the next day. He even speaks
of writing from 2 to 5§ A. M. According
to Mr. Bryoce, his articles were “among the
best, perhaps the very best,” which were
then appearing in the paper, Some of the
articles, in particular those upon the his-
tory of towns, were “masterpicces.” The

threatened with dangerous disease must
have been excessive. There is no doubt
that parish duties, historical research and
journalism, all earricd on together, were
too much for a constitution which had al-
ready shown serious symptoms of weak-
ness. When relieved from clerical
tions Green's spirita revived, and he re-
solved to econcentrate his strength upon
the historieal labors for which his powers
wene most thoroughly adapted

It was not only, on account of his poor
health that Green abandoned an active
clerical career. His letters show that a
clerical position was becoming untenable
upen other grounds. During  his  uni-
versity career he had been more or less
attracted by the evangelicals, but the
evangelicism proved to be merely super
ficial. He was on friendly terms
and, up to a certain point, in s ympathy
with members of the “Broad (hurch”
party, of which Stanley was a leading mem-
ber. His liberalism naturally extended
from polities to theology, and in the vari-
ous controversies of the period arising
from the publication of “Essays and Re-
views,” and the writings of Colenso and
others, he was emphatically on the side
of the rationalizing party. The letter
upon Huxiey's contest with Wilberforee
shows that he already sympathized with
soience as  against theological dogma-
tism, Another letter written to  Prof
Dawkins in April, 1882, shows that it had
then occurred to him to contribute to the
voluminous literature upon the relations
of Christianity to science He was at that
time a wre bellever in Christjanity,
but held that where theologionl and scin-
tifie ideas conflicr, the theologionl st
give Way His singularly keen intellect
and ardent interest i historical ancd solen
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whom he showed his manuseript as it went
on, were by no means uniformly favorable.
His publisher, however, and Stopford
Brooke were unvarying in their commenda-
tion, and Freeman, too, encouraged him
at a crisis when an unfavorable estimate
had caused him misgivings. Yet even
Freeman concurred in the objection which
seems to have been generally made, the
objection, ramely, that he had diverged
too much from the current conception of
history. Upon this point Mr. Stephen
remarks: “His oritios had in their minds
a manual for schools. Such a book, they
thought, should adhere closely to chrono-
logical order; give precise statements
of dates and events, and hold by the con-
ventional landmarks, the battles and per-
sonal incidents which determine the lines
of an ordinary history.

“They complained that Gireen often omitted
such facts, or only alluded to them indi-
rectly; that the student would be at a loss in
an arrangement which occasionally disre-
garded the division by reigns; and, in short,
as Freeman put it, that the book would
be useful to those who had already can-
siderable knowledge of history, but would
not provide the ignorant with elementary
knowledge.” Mr. Stephen goes on to point
out that Mr. Green was opposed to this
view on principle. It was Green's aim,
as he sald in his preface to the “Short His-
tory,” to pass briefly over many of the in-
cidents which constitute the main staple
of the old histories, the court intrigues,
wars and diplomacies, and to bring out
“the incidents of constitutional, intellectual
and social advance, in which we read the
‘history of the nation itself.” He strove
never to sink, as he himself said, into a
mere “drum-and-trumpet history." Mr.
Stephen shows that this aim involved &
new grouping of materials. “The strong
| sense of literary form which is conspicuous
in all Green's works led him to bring to-
gether topies which, if treated at all, are
,broken up and become discontinuous on
the old system. He wished to bring out
the unity and continuity of great religious
or literary movements, or of economic
| changes, snch as the growth of town life,
| in which the leading moments are not de-
| fined by the accession of kings or the avent
of battles. The narrative had, to a great
extent, to be reorganized, and the stress
laid upon a different series of events. [t
was impossible. therefore, that Green
should fully satisfy critics who wantad a
manual on the old model. Green had, in
fact, written something quite different,
and something which, as Freeman cor-
dially admitted, was admirable from his
own point of view. He had written within
a brief compass nothing less than the first
history of England which would enable
his countrymen to gain a vivid and con-
tinuous perception of the great processes by
which the nation had been butlt up, which
had becn overlooked, or incidentally noted,
in wl' histories which adhere rigorously to
seqlences of outward poiitical fuct.”

We have said that Green spent every
winter on the Continent during the period
in which he was engaged upon his first
book. He had, it seems, one disqualifi-
cation as a traveller. He had no facility
for warning languages. Although his mem-
l ory for facts end for the substance of books
was remarkably strong, his verbal memory
| was weak. He could, of course, re ad
{ French, but never learned to speak it flu-
ently. Of Gorman, according to Mr. Bryee,
he was quite ignorant, although at ccllege
he had read Goethe to a certain extent
l He learned Italian at San Bemo in order
|
|
I

to read Dante, but could ounly talk it suf-
ficiently for hotel purposes.  Nevert heless,
fellow travellers desoribe him as the most
delightful of companions, The joy with
which he took in fresh impressions enabled
him to turn every journey to the fullest
He was interested in the phy-
sical characteristios of a country, in the
people and in the polities.  In a railway
carriange he was always springing from
one side 1o the other to eateh now ARPects
of the landscape. He would buy all the
newspapers, of which he was an insatiable
reader According to Mr Bryee he could
“squeeze all the juice out of a paper in a
few minutes * He had, Mr Stephon says,
a singular power of concentrating Yis at
pages At

account

tention so as 1o read a4 book hy

| & glanes We are told that on one oocasion
| he looked casually at an essay  while keeps
up & lively conversation with some
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! and much enlarged edition

found the social as well as the physi-
cal atmosphere of Italy more congenial
than his own: Thero is no doubt that the
impression madé upon Green was as pro-
found and enduring as it was natural,
The artistic treasures in Italian pioture
galleries and churches appealed to him as
well aa the historic interest of municipal
buildings., His keen eye for the physical
features of a4 country would seem to imply
an equally genuine love of nature, though
Mr. Bryce thinks that he cared but little
for the objects in which the “mountain
lover” delights. 1t is evident from Green's
letters that he could enjoy the beauties
of Italian scenery, and even those of moun=-
tains, at a proper distance, Mr. Hum-
phrey Ward testifies: “I never heard anyone
speak with more genuine and poetical
enthusiasm of the flowers of the Riviera.”
Mr. Bryce may have been right in the sense
that in Green's mind nature was not “sul-
lied® by the presence of man; but, on the
contrary, most interesting when it ap-
peared as the environment of some human
society, the background which made some
fragment of history stand out more clearly
and intelligibly.

The Immediate success of the *“Short
History of the English People,” which was
published at the end of 1874, had been paral-
leled only by that of Macaulay's history,
which bhad appeared rome twenty-five
years before. Macaulay had the advan-
tage of being already tamous, and of writ-
ing upon a scale which admitted of abun-
dant danecdote and illustration; whereas
Gireen had to:solve the problem of com-
bining the greatest possible condensation
with undiminished animation of narrative,
Thera I8 no doubt that he satisfied the
arduous conditions thus imposed. “The
book," said Mr. Brvee, “was philosophical
enough for scholars and popular enough
for schoolboys *  The late Bishop Stubbs
wrotd: “Green possessed in no scanty
measure all the gifts that contribute to
the making of a great historian.  He com-
bined, g0 far as the history of England is
coneerned, a complote and firm grasp of
the uuhe« ot in its unity and integrity with
a wonderful comhmand of details and a
thorough kense of perspective and pro-
portion.  All his work was real and original
work: few people, besides those who knew
him well, would see, under the charming
ease kod viva ity of his style, the deep re-
search and sustained industry of the la-
borious gtudant. But it was so; thore was
no department of our national records
that he had not studied, and I think I may
say mastered. Hence, [ think, the unity
of his dramatic scenes and the cogency
of his historical argument= "  Stubbs went
on to admit that Green, “like other people,
made mistakes sometimes, bat scarcely
ever does the correction of his mistak. s
affeet wither the esscnoe of the pleture or
the foroe of the argumen' ™ That was the
view of the matter taken by Mr. John Mor-

i ley, also, to whom, as editor of the Forl-

nightly Reviee, *some o had offered a
critimsm on the “Short History,” contain-
ing a long list of errors. Mr. Morley re-
fused the article ard told the author that,
instead of publishing it as a eriticism, he
ought to send it to Green as a useful list of
corrcetions  for the next edition  Mr
Stephen points out that the circumstances
llh(i"f which the book was written made
many «lipa almost inevitable.  Moreover,
Gireen's want of verbal memory rends red
complete gecuracy impossible.  We learn,
however, that Mr. Brvee onee prepared a
geale in which Green was placed above

{ Milman for accuracy. brac keted as +qual

with Macaulay and put a little below Grote
Rank+ and Thirlwall, followed by Gibhon
and Carlyle, formed a first class

Iv.

Snon after the publication of the *Short
History,” the author undertook a corrected
This became the

History of the English People,™ which
appearad in four volumes in 1877-78-79-80
Mr. Btephen explains the motive for the
undertaking The success of the *Short
History” had, for the time, raised Green
above pecuniary dificulties, but the income
derivable from such a souree was precarious;
other resouroes he hud none, and the state
of hix health made it desirable that he should
not be dependent upon immediately profit-
able work. Hisx marriage in 1877 increased

| the importanee of making provision for the

| future

Messars. Harper & Bros . who had
reprintad the *Short History®™ in the United
States, promised to pay a rovalty if Green
would bring out & revised siition
avordingly, accspted the task of going over
as thus pre

Gsreenn,

the whole ground agat and
vented from turnioag 1o wes
of material already collec sd by him for his
proposed  history  of Angevin hings
Mr Freeman savs that the amonunt of read
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speech in which W. E. Forster [at the open-
ing of the sesaion of 1883], defended coer-
cion. It would even be better, Green held,
for both countries that England, u'hould
grant complete independence to Ireland
than hold it by military force. To Green,
in short, patriotism seemed to imply the
most lively sensibility to the morality of
the policy dictated, and he was propor-
tionately indignant at attempts to enlist
patriotic sentiment in the cause of what
he regarded as oppression of other nations.”
En’rho {'ouph vlolumo of thol' H’iuwsy of the
| eople” a red in January,
IIIJ.H The author wlz’lunow at liberty to
take ngﬂthe scheme for which he had pre-
red himself by collecting the materials
o which his Imaginative sympathy would
ve form and color. Accordingly, he
his labors upon the earliest period
of English history. Unhappily, his etreggth
had seriously decreased, and for many
weeks he would be unable to sit up or take
| solid food. At such times he would dictate
to his wife. In April, 1881, his state was
80 serious that his physician told Mrs. Green
that he could not live six weeks. “I have
a0 much work to do,” Green happened to
say that night. “If 1 could only finish
my work!™ Mrs. Green spent tho night
! in drawing up a scheme which might re-
lieve his anxiety. The work he was then
engaged upon was to be so arranged that,
if completed, it might be N‘{I&ﬂll'")’ pub-
lished; and, {f hroken off, might be incor-
porated in the previous work. Green, usmn
seeing the scheme next morning, under-
stood at once why the suggestion was made
and began forthwith to carry out the plan
The “Making of England” was finally pre-
pared for publication before the winter of
the vear named, and the book appeared
in January, 1882, He began at once to
work upon “The Conquest of England.”
but could rarely leave his room. The
last winter of his life (1882-83) was spent at
Mentone. Meanwhile the “Conquest of
England® had been golng on. In January,
1883, he decided to make a change, in spite of
the cost of cancelling 4.000 copies of matter
already printed by the Macmillans. One
morning in January he had a sudden mo-
mentary access of strength. His eager-
ness to advance was impeded by the in-
evitable slowness of Mre. Green's left-
handed penmanship. She had been dis-
ablai as an amanuensis by an attack of
“writer's cramp.” He got a table placed
across his sofa and was able to write several
sheete of the first chapter. It was hig last
plece of work. “Now I am weary," he
waid. “and can write no more” Enough
of the book had been written to enable
Mrs. (ireen to put together the fragments
and hring it out a few montha later. On
March 8 he took leave of his friends and
| nfterward saw no one except his wife  He
died March 7, 1883

—
V.

Among the lettars of interest to Americans
we note one pennad on June 4, 1877, Green
lad just come from Westminster Abbay,
where Dean Stanley had been preaching on
Motley's death. In the course of the sermon
he delivered a eulogy of Gen. Grant, who
turned up at the service. This, as (ireen
notes, was an awkward matter, for Grant
and Motley were not friends, Motley having
been dismissed from his post of Minister
at the Court of St. James's during Grant's
administration  *I should have liled Stan-
| ley,” ways (Gireen, “to have pointed out the
| thing which strikes me most in Motley,
! that alone of all men past and present hLe
knit together not only America and England,
but that older England which we left on
Frisian shores and which grew into the
United Netherlands. A child of America,
the historian of Holland, he made England
his adopted country, and in England his
body rests *  The writer of the letter goes
on to observe “what the Dean said was
generous and noble, and the phrase, ‘an
historian at once so ardent and so laborious,’
struck me as most happy. He asked me to
go into the deanery to introduce me, as 1
found, to Gen. Grant, ‘who shook hands
I and said, ‘Mr. Green,’ in a dry voice, and
said no more! You know the story of Moltke
and the voung subaltern who fourM him-
| self put by error into the same compartment
with the Field Marshal. ‘Pardon, sir' sail
the subaltern when he enterad, and "Pardon
sir,' when the train stopped and he could at
last retire. ‘What an insufferable prater!
said Moltke. 1 think Grant seems to almost
! rival the man who ‘can be silent in eleven
| languages=' By the bye, Stanley talked of
| his laying down soeptre,” which 1
thought hardly a Republican phrase, but
Lord O'Hagan, to whom 1 repoated it sald,
Heo have laid down something
had no o down, and he certainly
wouldn't lay down his pipe Green adds

st hev

rown to lay

that Girant was “a short square, bourgeols
looking man, rather like a shy but  honest
draper Still, he could takea | of dignity
P whun one was presested and 1 didn't
forg @ that he had e a ruler of me
| It s well known that Freeman, Stubh
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contemptuous fling at his own chair. ¥a
sees the blunder of contrasting the utiliry
of 'modern’ and ‘ancient’ history, and
then repeats it in another form by defvin g
Cobden for declaring ‘present hisiory
the only study for sensible men. He i«
just like the classical people who want |

know Greek and don't care for philolog
And what does he mean by ‘present’ | ..
tory. 1788 is no more present than 16ss,
and the Amarda tells presently on us= as
much as the French Revolution. He citie
Lord Palmerston, but if ever there wa. 4
case of utterly past history, it is his.  More.
over, ‘the end of the study of history .
says Sceley, 't make a man,’ not « |-
torian, but ‘a politician!" What is 114
end, then, of the study of politics, or does
he consider them one and the game? So: .
ously, Kingsley never taught such rubli-y
as this.*

One of Green's idols, Stubba, had himee ¢
| in 1887 drawn a distinetion between ancie
and modern history in the inaugural lect i a
which he delivered as professor of moon
history at Oxford. Green heard the lectire
and tells Freeman: “Stubbs’s great err
it seems to me, is concerning the distinction
between ancient and modern  histor
He did not say where the latter hegar,
whether with you at the call of Abralar
or with Burrows at the Flood. Anvhow.
unless he adopts Burrows's definition 1:
am certain the distinetion is fraught with
infinite mischief. I am not likely to la
prejudiced in favor of the age of Peri "oy
but, is it true that that age is dead, 1 s
and the age of Dunstan living? Iy the
sense of soclal and political institytior g
{ Itake it to bedead; but, if wetake the devjop

facts of the world's life, with one singla

exception, the former is more living t1an
thelaterage. Itsthoughtson philosophiey),
| artistic, literary, scientific subjects are onr
l!hnughln Dunstan's are utterly alien t
tours.” Green adds with regard ta 1ha
l single exception, the “one cubject " Christ .

fanity: *I think we are likely to give it a
| factitious importance by making it the
factor, when it is but one factor of modern

soclety
It will be remembered that Dean Stanley
was by way of being an historian, thongh
not of Freeman's sort. In the Safurday
Rewiew of Jan. 18, 1868, Green wrote a some-
what caustic article on Stanlev's “Memoe
rials of Wastininster Abbeyv "' The articla
was attributed to Freeman, a< we see from
anote to him written about the
“By the bye, Cook [the editor of the Satur.
day) tells me you are amazed at having 'ha
review of Stanley laid at your door, and ha
made that the theme of a little preach.
ment to me. I can’t imagine how 1 couid
have helped it however, 1 went down 1
Stanley's the other night to a ‘erus! n
purpose to mahke all straight, and had a
talk to Lady Augusta in a corner., w!
moaned much ‘she admired M:
Freeman o much and there was no man
whose praise of the bhook ghe should have
valued more, &c¢.  She rea'ly remembe red
and talked well about vour battlenieos
8o I said that 1 knew vou had not written
a word of eriticiem, and she was reioiced
and went off to tell the Dean, and the Dean
said he had heard it before from a friend of
yvours, and all was peace " Green seems
not to have revealsd his own authorship of
the article at this tirme, Lot he must have
done go later, for on Feh 221877 he writes
*To-night T am dining at Dean Stanjey's
which is a joke. 1 used to go there
but after my review of his ‘Westm:
Alrln')'. in the .\’n'uf"ﬂy Review 1
Augusta revenged herself by not dioog
me, and this is a sort of reconciliatin
dinner, I suppose - though, as a matter
fact, Stanley and I have always been oo
very good terms.”
(ireen's own view

RAmMe time:

b se

of the true method
of writing history was indicated in tha
following sentence: 1 shall never ba
| content till T have superseded Hume, and
1 believe I shall supersede him - not
| cause I am so good a writer, hut because,
| being an adequate writer. | have a larger

ftl.a

I

and grander econception than he had «

jorganie life of a nation aAs & whol Ir
| & letter to Freeman, dated Fel 26 1870,
the conception is defined at lenge He
| begins by recognizing the contradictior
Letween Lis own notion of history and that
eld by almost wll contemporary bog
men, including Freeman  hineslf }
me.” he cont os, “howsver lonely | e
at times when | think of this, '] !
ot het ws Luther ays Every =
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